SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 08 OCTOBER 2006 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Ra- 
dio League, the National Body for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a 
news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 CAT in Afrikaans and 
at 08:30 CAT in English. This broadcast can also be heard on Echolink by 
connecting to ZS6FCS or to www.zs6mrk.org and following the indicated links. 
This, and previous bulletins, can be downloaded from the web site of the SARL 
i.e. www.sarl.org.za. You can read or download previous bulletins from there 
and subscribe to receive future bulletins by email. 


This transmission is by Hans, ZS6KR, on 145,725 and 7,066 MHz from Pretoria 
with a relay on 3 695 kHz. (Other newsreaders please change to suit). 


SILENT KEY 


It is with sadness that we record the passing of Corrie Lisowsky, ZR1COS, of 
George, on 29th September at the age of 80 after a long & serious illness bravely 
bourne. She was the former wife of the late Dan Mahony, ZS6OS. Some 40 years 
ago, Dan & Corrie were acting Mayor & Mayoress of Johannesburg. 


Corrie is deeply mourned by her husband Gabriel, family in RSA, Canada & 
Poland and her many friends. 


(PAUSE) 

In the news today: 

NOMINATIONS FOR SARL COUNCIL MEMBERS INVITED 
DIVISION 6 BAND PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 


160-METRE EXPERIMENT WILL EXPLORE MARCONI 1901 TRANSAT- 
LANTIC SUCCESS 


COMPACT FLUORESCENTS VS. AMATEUR RADIO 


You are listening to ZS6SRL. Stay tuned for more detail on these and other 
important and interesting news items. 


NOMINATIONS FOR SARL COUNCIL MEMBERS INVITED 


The present SARL Council will retire at the next AGM, which will take place on 
14 April 2007. In preparation for the event, members and clubs are invited to 
submit nominations for councillors in terms of Rule 16.2 to fill these vacancies. 
Should more than 15 nominations be received a ballot will be held. 


Each nomination must contain the following: 


1. Full names, call-sign and address of nominee; 
2. An amateur radio related CV of not more than 200 words; 


3. A signed declaration by the nominee that s/he accepts nomination and 
will serve on the Council of the SARL if elected; 

4. Each nomination must be signed by a proposer and seconder; 

5. Only fully paid-up members (Rule 16.3) of the SARL may be nominated, 
propose and second a nomination. 


Nominations must reach the Secretary by no later than 30 November 2006. 
They must be addressed to The Secretary, SARL and mailed to PO Box 1721, 
Strubensvallei, 1735 or faxed to 088 011 675 2793. 


DIVISION 6 BAND PLANNING COMMITTEE TO MEET ON SATURDAY 
21ST OCTOBER. 


The third meeting of the Division 6 Band Planning Committee will be held at 
the NARC from 9:00 - 12:00 on Saturday 21st October. All clubs in the region 
are invited to send a representative. Meetings are currently focused on band 
planning for voice repeaters. 


An email mailing list has been constructed to keep clubs informed of the work of 
the Committee. If you would like to be placed on the mailing list please forward 
your details to Peter Hers at zs6phd@mweb.co.za. 


160-METRE EXPERIMENT WILL EXPLORE MARCONI 1901 TRANSAT- 
LANTIC SUCCESS 


A 160-metre beacon will take to the air this spring and summer from Cornwall, 
England, to explore how Guglielmo Marconi was able to span the Atlantic by 
wireless for the first time on December 12, 1901. Radio history says that’s when 
the radio pioneer at a receiving station in Newfoundland successfully copied 
the Morse code letter “s” sent repeatedly by his team in the Cornwall town of 
Poldhu. The latter-day venture is a cooperative effort of the Poldhu Amateur 
Radio Club (PARK) in Cornwall and the Marconi Radio Club of Newfoundland 
(MCRN). The Poldhu club’s Keith Matthew, GOWYS, said the 2001 centenary 
of Marconi’s achievement reopened discussion into the mechanism by which the 
1901 spark transmitter signal propagated. 


“The summer of 1901 coincided with a sunspot minimum, and it was realized 
that this coming December 2006 should show similar conditions to those of 
December 1901,” he said. Just how Marconi was able to receive the transatlantic 
transmission has long been a topic of discussion, and even controversy, especially 
given the frequency Marconi is likely to have used, thought to be between 800 
and 900 kHz, and the time of day, afternoon in Newfoundland. 


“The beacon will help understand the possibility of low sunspot number transat- 
lantic medium wave propagation 24 hours a day, but especially 14:00 through 
18:00 UTC,” Matthew said. The 160-metre amateur band is being used, he ex- 
plained, because Marconi’s original frequency today is a highly populated piece 
of the radio spectrum. 


“It was realized that a clear channel would be necessary on the nearest amateur 


band, and a temporary license to operate a beacon on 160 metres has now 
been obtained,” Matthew announced. Starting on or about November 1 and 
continuing through next February, the GB3SSS beacon will transmit on 1 960 
kHz. 


The 1 960 kHz beacon will use a two-minute transmit sequence starting at the 
top of the hour. It will consist of a CW identification followed by a series of 
carrier bursts, each reducing in power by 6 dB. An identification in PSK31 will 
follow. The transmit sequence will repeat at 15-minute intervals. 


On the listening end in Newfoundland will be well-known low-frequency experi- 
menter Joe Craig, VOINA, of the MRCN, who lives near St John’s. “This is a 
very exciting project,” Craig said. “I am very grateful for the support from my 
fellow members in the club and our sister club, the Poldhu Amateur Radio Club. 
Also monitoring in North America will be the Antique Wireless Association’s 
W2AN club station in upstate New York. 


ARRL member and radio history buff Bart Lee, KV6LEE, proposed the 160- 
metre experiment to test the feasibility of Marconi’s 1901 claimed achievement. 
“Continuing cooperation between Canadian and British Amateur Radio opera- 
tors can thus play a part in verification of one of the most interesting events 
in the history of our technology,” Lee said. E-mail beacon reception reports 
gb3sss@yahoo.co.uk. 


COMPACT FLUORESCENTS VS. AMATEUR RADIO 


Compact fluorescent lamps can be hazardous to your amateur radio station. 
Well, at least they can turn out to be the source of raucous noise making it all 
but impossible to hear other operators, even on the VHF and UHF bands. 


In an article in CGC Communicator Dave Fortenberry, NA6DF, tells of his 
experience. Dave says that he was building a new VHF repeater system in his 
workshop. All was working well, full duplex into a load. But when he connected 
a real-world antenna atop his tower, all sorts of problems broke loose on the 
repeater input as long as the transmitter was keyed. 


Using a portable receiver, Dave tracked down the interference to a 120 V AC 
compact fluorescent lamp that he had been using to light one of his aquariums. 
Dave believes that the 50 watt of VHF energy from 14 metres straight up was 
enough to cause the oscillator board in the lamp to go astray. 


Dave says he solved his problem by tossing all of his compact fluorescents in the 
trash and going back to a standard old light bulbs. 


(This item was sourced from WIANews). 
CLUB NEWS 
NEW COMMITTEE FOR THE MAGALIES RADIO AMATEUR CLUB 


On its Annual General Meeting of the Magalies Radio Amateur Club held on 30 
September the following members were elected to serve on its management com- 


mittee for the next 12 months: Chairman Chris Smit, ZS6FCS; Vice chairman 
Johan Nel, ZR6JPN; Treasurer Louw Erasmus, ZS6LME; Secretary Andriétte 
Nel, ZR6RIE; Digital Radio Hannes Enslin, ZS6JDE; Webmaster Nico du Toit, 
ZR6AFJ; Teenspanning Pieter Scholtz, ZS6LC; Bulletin co-ordinator Johan du 
Plessis, ZR6PS; Tegnical matters Sam van Zyl, ZS6JZ; Communication services 
Marco Nel, ZS6MJ; Youth co-ordinator Juanita Nel, ZR6JNA; Social matters 
Jenny Nel, ZR6JWN. 


Thanks to the old committee, of whom all the members were re-elected, and 
welcome to the new members with their rejuvenating effect. Strength for the 
work ahead. 


HF PROPAGATION CONDITIONS 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that solar activity is expected to be at very 
low to low levels. The geomagnetic field is expected to range from quiet to 
unsettled levels on 14 and 15 October. The expected Effective Sun Spot number 
for the coming week will be less than 10. 


20 m and 40 m will provide best opportunities for DX. There is a possibility of 
20 m openings towards the East from about 06:00 CAT and also 40 m at 19:00. 


From about 15:00, 15 and 20 m may open towards Europe. From 18:00 15 m 
may open to the USA. 


For the CW and digital enthusiasts it may also be worth monitoring 10 MHz. 
Please visit www.spaceweather.co.za for further information. 
DIARY OF EVENTS 


15 October - Closing date for submitting Sumbandile beacon message; 19 Oc- 
tober - End of year RAE; 21 October - Division 6 Band Planning Committee 
meeting at the NARC; 20/22 October - CQ Hou Koers and JOTA 30 November 
- Closing date for submission of nominations for Council Members as well as the 
submission of motions for next year’s AGM. 


SARL News depends on clubs and individuals for news items of impor- 
tance and interest to radio amateurs. The one and only way to ensure 
that your contribution will reach the SARL News team, is to place it in 
www.sarlorg.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the 
bulletin date. It will be appreciated if you will do it in both Afrikaans and 
English. 


The SARL also invites all listeners to listen to the program Amateur Radio 
Mirror International this Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT on 145,750 MHz in 
the Pretoria area with relays on 7 082, 7 205 and 17 695 kHz. Audio is also 
streamed on www.zs6mrk.org and on Echolink from ZS6FCS as for this bulletin. 
A repeat transmission takes place on Mondays at 21:00 on 3 215 kHz. Telkom 
and Sentech sponsor the ARMI transmissions on the non-amateur frequencies. 


You have been listening to a news bulletin by the South African Radio League, 
which was compiled by George, ZS6NE. 


A prosperous week to all, 73. 
/EX 


